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Nov. 30, 1981 
J. 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood), Eastern Illinois University half-
back, was one of the nation's top all-purpose runners for the Panthers' football team. 
A 5-8 sophomore, Staple finished 8th in NCAA I-AA national stats by averaging 133 
yards in the All-Purpose Running (rushing, receiving,kickoff and punt returns) category. 
He led the Panthers with 700 yards rushing playing in just nine games, was named 
Second Team All-Mid Continent Conference and set a school record for number of pass 
receptions by a back. 
He caught 37 for 365 yards and added 132 yards in kickoff returns for a total of 
1197. He missed two games completely and part of another with a shoulder separation. 
"Kevin was our most versatile athlete this season," said offensive backfield ~ach 
Mike Williams. '~e wanted him to imp~ove his pass catching ability since we're predomi-
nately a throwing team, and he did that. 
"He had too many turnovers but I think that was due to a combination of shoulder 
problems and lack of mental concentration ••• he's definitely one of the best open 
field runners around." 
In two seasons he has 1276 yards rushing, 399 yards in pass receptions and 578 yards 
of kickoff returns. 
Eastern finished 6-5 for its fourth straight winning season. During this stretch 
EIU has a 36-14 record, the best collegiate won-lost mark among Illinois state schools. 
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